Coprecipitation of topoisomerase activity with simian virus 40 nucleoprotein complexes by divalent cations.
Simian virus 40 (SV40) nucleoprotein complexes extracted from nuclei of infected monkey cells (CV1) were precipitated with Ca2+, Mg2+, and Mn2+ divalent cations. Most of the viral chromatin but only a fraction of the proteins in the crude nuclear extracts were recovered after precipitation with 10 mM MgCl2. At this optimal concentration, DNA topoisomerase activity (nicking closing enzyme) coprecipitated with the SV40 nucleoprotein complexes.